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Recent Avian
Extinctions

The dramatic increase in extinction rates, particularly
on oceanic islands, has resulted in a new resurgence in
the study of avian extinction. Data obtained from
morphological and genetic studies, fossil material, the
significance of primitive/modern man on avifaunas and
subsequent biogeographical implications has helped
elucidate taxonomy, phylogenies and the recent fossil/
ecological history. This one-day meeting aims to present
recent work and encourage discussion on recent avian
extinctions.
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This one-day meeting will include the following presentations:

Extinction on islands through non-human causes  Storrs Olson (Division of
Birds, Smithsonian Institution, US)

How confident are we that a species is extinct? Quantitative inference of
extinction from biological records  Dave Roberts (Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew, UK)

New approaches to studying avian extinction events  Alan Cooper & Eske
Willerslev (Department of Zoology, University of Oxford, UK)

The recent avian extinctions on Réunion (Mascarene Islands) from the
paleontological and historical sources  Cecile Mourer (Centre des Sciences de
la Terre, Université Claude Bernard, Lyon, France)

The rise and fall of wildfowl in the western Indian Ocean and Australasia
H. Glyn Young (Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, Jersey) & Janet Kear
(World Wildlife Trust, UK)

The Dodo and sloppy science  Errol Fuller (UK)

Using ancient DNA to detect the causes of extinction and endangerment
in island birds  Rob Fleischer (Department of Zoology, Smithsonian
Institution, US)

Discovered and lost within 20 years: the story of the Aldabran Brush
Warbler  Robert Prys-Jones (Department of Zoology, Natural History Museum,
UK) & Ben Warren (Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Panama)

The time since speciation and extinction risk in the western Indian Ocean
island avifauna  Ben Warren (Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute,
Panama) & Christopher Thébaud (University of Toulouse, France)

Going or gone: defining ‘Possibly Extinct’ species to give a truer picture
of recent extinction rates  Stuart Butchart (BirdLife International, UK)

Ancient DNA reveals an interesting evolutionary history of New
Zealand’s extinct raptors  Mike Bunce (Department of Zoology, University of
Oxford, UK)
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